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Abstract

“The Mediating Religion” primarily explores the impact of new media on existing
religions. Particularly in the context of secularization and neoliberalism, the significance
of institutionalized religion is questioned, leading to a transformation of religiosity and
the rise of personalized religion. The book delves into three major themes: “Objects and
Reference Chains,” “Images, Music, and Individuality,” and “Companionship, Intimacy,
and New Media.” It examines the integration of traditional religious elements with new
media, facilitating the expression of the individualized nature of religion and creating new
forms of religious sociality. On the other hand, new media also shapes people’s imagination
of religion. For instance, it brings god and humans closer, reflecting the characteristics of a
democratic society and the humanistic logic present in folk religions. The book reveals these
new religious experiences, which help us reflect on the post-pandemic era and the pursuit of
religious meaning, spiritual identity, and a sense of belonging in an era of navigating between

the virtual and the real.
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